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letters at the office of copyright at Washington, 
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Yours sincerely, 

V.B.Hollakd, 
Literary executor ef the Estate of Oscar tVilde. 
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A bibliographical preface 

BY WILLIAM ANDREWS CLARK,JR. 

T H E lamentable history of Oscar O'Flahertie mils mide, after his 
release from incarceration in Wandsworth prison and in Reading 
Gao f has been related in the standard biographies of his life, such 
as, among others,those by Robert H. Sherard, Arthur Ransomefeonard Cres^ 
well Ingleby, and Frank Harris, These authors were well acquainted with the 
faBs and the details of Wildes life up to the time ofhis death in dire poverty in 
Paris at the sordid Hotel DAlsace,rue des Beaux-Arts, in November,! goo. 

The closing history in the poet's life has been further augmented and addi¬ 
tional light thrown in perspeBive upon his aBivities of this period by books 
that have recently come from the presses of England and ofAmerica,namely: 
In England-^< After Reading f London, March 12,1^21, Beaumont Press; 
^^AfterBernevalf London, February 20,ig22, Beaumont Press; limited to 
475 copies of which seventy-fve were printed on Japanese vellum. And in 
America—Letters After Reading,!, Bernevalf NewYork, April 8,1^21, 
Paul R. Reynolds, and Letters After Reading, II. Naples And Paris,"New 
York, Decembers!, !g2!, Paul R. Reynolds. 

The letters contained in these volumes are all addressed to Robert Ross and 
the contents of the books are described in my library catalogue of Wilde and 
Wildeiana, Vol. II (!922),pp.3-5, wherein I remarked that « These letters 
are particularly interesting in that they trace the gradual evolution of the 
'■Ballad of Reading Gaol'"; that they contained ''drafts of verses with the 
poet's comments on and the reasons for the phraseology employedP 
From the student'spoint of view the letters are of stupendous interest as show¬ 
ing Wilde's extraordinary personality, his artistry, and his development in 
ever increasing strength as a master of English style in prose and in verse. 

Afewyears ago I bought at private sale twenty-five letters written by Oscar 
Wxlde to Lord Alfred Douglas,from various places on the Continent,after 
he had left England never again to return.These letters were once sold at auc- 
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at the Anderm Galleries, New York, April23,1 g20, ^hen the In, 
of John B. Stetson,Jr., mas dispersed. Yhey have never before been puhU 7 ] 

■ 7 .. . 7 .„. thp. kiflclneSS Of Mv. VVVVan UA-- 7 7 , . 


and it is alme through the kindness of Mr. Fyvyan Holland, Wildes lie. 

, , _ £^.j. J.I _ A ^ 


as 


unu to o r j r ' A ' nterarv 

executor, that they now appear for the first Hme. A copy of his letter oU, 

ission to publish these letters may he found on page ii. 

Tlhe epistles speak for themsehes. They are most intimate in charaaer h 

Dr. Rosenhach has said in his masterly essay to this volume thae, i 

’ muU 

belong to the world. 

Mr. John Henry Nash, in his usual artistic style, has reproduced the text 
of the letters in the Caslon Oldstyle type, on Deckle D'Aigle paper made' 
America. The letters,too, are reproduced in facsimile on Alexandra Japan 
likewise of American make. Thefacsimiles are printed dir eSilyfrom copier 
plates. 

The frontispiece is a reproduBion in photogravure from an autograpU 
cahinet sissephotograph now in my library. “Bosie,” that appears thereon,m 
Wilde's pet name for Lord Alfred Douglas. It is dated l8g4, andi/tahn 
of him in that year he was twenty-four years of age at that time. 

Wsldis calligraphy as noted in his early letters was large, clear,andyoutk- 

frUn hs middle period it was neat and tiny; but his last letters were writun 
tn an almost illegibleflowing scrawl. 

1 • j letters, that appear in this volume in facsimlk, 

assigne to r Arthur C. Dennison, Jr., and to Mr. Harrison Post, one of 

ihernseheslhoJmidZ 

ten word. 2{fil,^,pf ’'yfy”'’S’'‘‘pMccharaaersinplaceofthewh. 
and Post rnlJ h j ^ translated as it were, Messrs. Dennison 

the text preceding tlejaal^l^^^^^ letters, which appear in 

teldom dated any ^countered by them,for the reason that 

tors much research w i required on the part of these collabora- 

fa^s which they gather ^^ographies in order to co-ordinate the 

at the chronnJn • ? (context of each separate letter, so as to ar- 

[ ''i'i ] 
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foUMirnot. inpla^ w,,, , 

‘^>rehrew.thyve>/.,mallcreJlpfcro,fl„dU 

ttcally performed. •' 


Included m thu volume undue the end thereof I huve fluced u fucemU. of 

‘‘‘‘‘‘r'-r,eeendutyehi5ehduyofMuy,,895fromHotd 

dee, Puree by Lord Alfred Douglue to Oecur IPilde, therein ,he former ud- 
dreeeee the lutter ue uMy durling Oecurl' Thie letter doee not properly belono 
to the colleltion thut 1 bought ut privute eule ue heretofore mentioned. It ie 
however, of eogreut intereet relutively to their friendehip thut, together with 
thee fuB, und becuuee Dr. Roeenbuch mentione it in hit ettuy, / concluded to 
mule uee thereof The originul of thie letter ie in my privute colleBion. 

It hue ulready uppeured in fuctimile in the limited edition ofuThe Life 
of Oscar ildcy ’ by Frank Harris. 

Inputting out this volume^ I owe a great debt to many too numerous to men¬ 
tion, whose co-operation I fully appreciate and acknowledge herewith. 


Lot Angelee, Culiforniu,yuly, ig2.p. 
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AN ESSAY 

BY A. S.W ROSENBACH 

N o one has been praised so much and damned more heartily than Oscar 
W^tlde. It has been said he was o?ie ofthe most brilliant talkers that 
ever lived^but he had no Boswell to place imperishably before the 
world the many charming sallies of his wit. Lord Alfred Douglas .in the beau¬ 
tiful sonnetT’he DeadPoety alludes feelingly to these now—buriedgracess 

And then methought outside a fast locked gate 
I mourned the loss of unrecorded words. 

Forgotten tales and mysteries half said 
Wonders that might have been articulate." 

Nowhere was Wilde so glorious yo naive, and so impulsive as in his letters. In 
his books we see the calm,thoughtful,retrospeEiive artist,who,although play¬ 
ful,even joyous at times, was always reserved, classic in his manner, in fall, 
the ^^lord of language! ’ It was in the Comedy of Manners that IPUde excelled; 
this was the medium in which he could best display his sparkling,although nev¬ 
er caustic wit, the exuberance ofhis humor, the brilliance of his epigrams, the 
ever-compelling flow of his spirits. 

Oscar Wilde, although a master ofthe lighter comedy, the equal of Congreve 
and Wycherley, could never in his writings touch the tragic note. This was 
apart from his nature and anguish and despair could not command his pen. 
He tried in Salome" and <-^'The PiSiure of Dorian Gray," but the attempt 
was afailure,without sincerity and without truth. He could write ofthe joys 
of earth and the ecstasies of Heaven,but he never succeeded in piElunng the 
soul-agonies of the lost or the bitter cup of the damned. 

Quite unconsciously,however,Oscar Wilde has given us a ptSlure of his own 
s or rows, ofhis wrecked life that is almost without a parallel in literary history. 

It is in his letters to Lord AlfredDouglas,now printed for thefrst time,that 

his nakedness is exhibited to us frankly almost indecently, and there is nothing 
them that can cover or shield him. 
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h is not for this reason that the letters are revealed to the world. They ar, 
now issued in order to give a truer impression of the man and his life than 

formerlypossessed.Forin^^De?rofundirOscarmidedeliberately settop, 

to create a wrong impression. In the sdence of Reading Gaol he used hispe^ 

v^ithmercilessefea.Bewrotecoolly,critically,withhistongueinhischeekU, 

thought he had eons of time before him, as his two years sentence appeared 
him,andin the dusk of his prison he weaved his story,polished and embellished 
it, embroidering his tale with the witchery of style and language. 

It is on account of this that ^^De Profundi s'" is not a truthful human docu^ 
menu It isfull of lies,deceit,hQneyedphrases and mock religion. In the letters 
to Lord Alfred Douglas,dashed off quickly,without a moment's thought that 
they would be seen by other eyes, there is nothing that is not self-revealing. 

When ^BeProfundis" wasfirst published in I poy everyone had the impres¬ 
sion that it was a complete retrospeSi addressed to Robert Ross. We know now 


that it was a long letter to Lord Alfred Douglas and that Robert Ross merely 
pieced together the parts he desired to give to the world; the most interesting 
portion he consigned to the trustees of the British Museum with instruBions 
that the manuscript was not to be unsealed until I g6o. Afew years ago as a 
esult of the^ suit brought by Douglas against Arthur Ransome, the judge or- 
hat It be produced in court and thus the entire letter was revealed to the 
, . . fifi^cn copies were privately printed in New York to secure 

r !■ y jij ^^yright. It was entitled^^ The Suppressed Portion of ^De Pro- 

R N ^tme published by his Literary Executor, Robert 

^^^^^NewYork,PaulR.Reynolds,igijr 

We autfe ntr tnutilated way in which we all know it best. 

^^tapurerbeinJjntT't appears transmuted into a different,if 

in his true andfirot ^ letters contained herein Wilde stands forth 

^dely different the world. It is also en- 

is unworthv nfn f ■ ^^^^"^^rsion given by Douglas in his book,whtcl 

- i„ an enemy 


>ome ground, h 

^^^emptedin»L)QPj. r about Douglas in the strain 

In the silence of his prison tomb hardly 


Wild^ 

a word 
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understand the story st ss necessary to give a brief resumi oathereA f I 
Ufs of the tvso aBors in this tragic shons. Frank Harris has adJaZ't^u 
the tale, but we prefer to g.ve it here from their own correspondence. 

The letters disclose thefaB that mide met Lord Alfred Douglas white he 
was anstndergraduate at Oseford. Douglas had already given His ear to the 
Muse of Poesy and was editor ofthe « Spirit Lamp," a college magazine The 

lMersofth,sper,odseemtrivial,light,fanciful,and written in that jewelled 

artificial style that JHslde used so effeBively in a Dorian Gray." Even at this 

era,from 1892 on,the letters are curiously self-revealing.They give a won¬ 
derful piBure of Wilde at the height of his power and of his popularity. 

The ttme of the aBton of this tragedy,as traced in the letters, is exaBly eight 
years. It follows almost the course of the famous Elizabethan models,and the 
unfolding ofthe plot is just as seduBive and absorbing. For in these brief years 
Oscar Wilde reached the pinnacle of his greatness,and one can watch,as in a 
box at the play, the stalkingfigure of Ntmesisfirst tempt and then destroy. We 
must,however,pass quickly over the first portion of the play and hasten to the 
turning point: Wilde’s suit against the Marquis of Queensberry. 

It was in Holloway Prison,awaiting trial,that Oscar Wilde turned to his 
friend.In those anxtous days it is true that Douglas called to see him,as thefol¬ 
lowing testifies. From Holloway, November 2y, iSgp, Wilde thus writes to 
Mrs. Lecverson: 


My Dear Sphinx: 

.... Today Bosie comes early to see me—my counsel seems to •wish the case to be 
tried at once—I don't—nor does Bosie; — bail,or no bail,1 think "we had better wait. 

I have seen counsel, and Bosie; I don't know what to do—my life seems to have 
gone from me—Ifeel caught in a terrible net. I don't know where to turn; I care 
less when I think that he is thinking of me,—1 think of nothing else. Oscar. 

lettersfrom Alfred Douglas suddenly stoppedand IFllde was in the throes 
of despair. He advised Douglas to leave at oncefor the Continent,which he did, 
while JFilde remainedtoface the terrible andscorchingjire. No wordcame from 
Doug las. Twice in l8gy he •wrote to Mrs, Lever son, •‘'■I have had no letter asyet 
todayfrom Fleur de-lys—Iwait with strange hungerfor it"—and a few months 
later,I have not had a line todayfrom Fleur-de-lys. I suppose he is at Rouen. 
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Jam I don't hmrfrom him; today lam bored,and sick of the 

‘‘‘“ullTZ7a7fmind,with this feeling of resentment and bitterness in 
his heart that Wilde wrote ^De Profundis." the part that Robert Ross saw fit 
term tins is a noblefragment,which was read by many with the thought that 
at hast one sinner had been saved; and that a soul had been whitened within 
theprison walls. Wilde himself wrote,feel sure that in elemental for cestkn 
is purification and I want to go back to them and live in their presencel' 
Thetrue^ De Profundis" as it was really written we know now to be an in¬ 
sidious attack upon the man Wilde termed his friend, the ^^dear Bosk" of the 
letters. It seems a pity to denounce a work,which when it appeared gave genuine 
pleasuretomanypeople.But the truth must out,so weproceedto thesecondperiod 
when Wilde was releasedfrom jail and wentforth to see again the stars. 

In the vita nuova far removedfrom the shadow of prison and of pain,by the 
sea,which,as Wilde states,^^washes away the stains and wounds ofthe world'f 
this bitterness disappears. In sunny Berneval he againfeels the joy of life surg¬ 
ing in his veins. It is during this period of freedom that the Ballad of Read¬ 
ing Gaol" was written. Apart from this and a few short articles his genius 
was sterile. 

The fair words and promises of Profundis" were thrown to the winds. 

Wilde sought in Pans and in Dieppe to reclaim his lost soul,not the one that 
had been bruised and cleansed in Holloway and Reading, hut that Pagan one 
that was the source ofall his sufferings. He returned to hisformer companions 
and to the life that he denounced in such an extraordinary manner in 
I rofundis. This is set forth vividly in the ensuing letters. 

It has been stated by nearly all his biographers and by Wilde himself in pris- 
, hat Bord Alfred Douglas was the spirit^^ tempting him to ill." Thts,how- 
' the truth. He writes to ^^his own darling boy"from Dieppe 

only hope of doing beautiful work in art is bein^ with you . . . • 

my ruined life for me." 

is fur ■ * Naples, had written to Douglas, every one 

andne I // ^^o^k to you"; this included his wife,his trustees, 

^ry all his friends. Let Oscar Wilde tell his own story in the extrafis 
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from unpunished letters written to the Spbinx,Mrs. Leverson 
Usher, Mr. Leonard Smithers; and let the reader sit in judg 
My dear Ada, 


'ion.andtohitpuh- 
ment. 


....But now, as the absurd income 1 had- £:, a week ha, . .. j l 
be With me—I am forced to do so—and I find that ^ V 

70olines,acctptedevenbytHemostremltmgNro,YorkpaffJZ7af7^”f'^ 


«^ritingfromNaplesinFebruary,i8g8,toLeonardSmithers,hesays: 

"As I hme tost my tnttn income, of course I cannot the with Alfred Douetai 

‘•p'nore.llehasonlyjustenoughfwhmself.SokisioingUckloPari.andL^^^ 

be alone here. I do not know if now that we are going to separate, there is any like- 

Moodofmyincomebetngrestored,tome.Iunluckilyhavenownoonetopleadnicause 

artght. I have alienated all my friends, partly thro' my own fault, and partly thro' 
theirs. The Paris Journal has a sympathetic paragraph to say lam starving at Na¬ 
ples- but French people subscribe nothing but sonnets when one is alive and statues 
when one is not." 


Again writing to Smithers about the proposed separationfrom Douglas,he 
remarks: 

I wish you would start a Society for the Defense of Oppressed personalities; at 
present there is a gross European Concert headed by brutes and solicitors against us. 

It is really ridiculous that after my entire life has been wrecked by Society, people 
should still propose to exercise social tyranny over me, and try to force me to live in 
solitude,—the one thing I can V stand. I lived in silence and solitude for two years in 
prison. I did not think that on my release, my wife, my trustees, the guardians of my 
children, myfew friends, such as they are, and my myriad enemies, would combine to 
force me by starvation to live in silence and solitude again .... The scheme is put 
forward on moral grounds! It is proposed to leave me to die ofstarvation, or to blow 
my brains out in a Naples urinal. I never came across anyone in whom the moral sense 
‘was dominant who was not heartless, cruel, vindillive, log-stupid, and entirely lacking 
in the smallest sense ofhumanity. Moral people as they are termed, are simple beasts. I 
would sooner have fifty unnatural vices than one unnatural virtue." 

"These letters speak eloquently. They sum up the situation better than any bi~ 
ographer however just and impartial he may be. It has not been our purpose to 
defend Douglas in any way. His « Oscar Wilde and Myselff'is supposed by 
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and by no me else,to be a defence. It is,h,,ever necessary for us„ 
SsL 'ntendacms in,foessim,a false amo^here,that Wilde created nsan, 

yLago,and«hicl,,ifnotcorreaedwouldhave crept snto the chrenickcfour 

littf (iTV histovy • ^ 

Thm is included in Mr. Clark's colkaim a single letter mrittm by Ud 

Alfred Douglas to Oscar Wilde. Tlhis is given without comment at the end of 

the volume. .jt i cn 

As has hem stated before the letters are terribly human. They begin so deho~ 

nair^so gracious and so winning. Alas! they end so differently. The tr agedy of 

Wildes life ebbs and flows through them. The very qualities of the writer an 

revealed to us as in a mirror. It is for this reason that they are now given to 

the world. 
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A TRANSCRIPTION OF THE 
LETTERS 


Letter I. 

My Dearest Bosie 


Babbacotnbc Cliff 
Babbacombc 


I have written to yr. man, and have received no reply from him—which is most an¬ 
noying—as things are the wrong colour without gold to light them up—Arc you work¬ 
ing? I hope so — do get a good crammer— 


I am rather unhappy as I can’t write—I don’t know why—things arc all wrong. Have 
you been writing lovely sonnets? I never got the Spirit-Lamp—nor even a cheque—! 
My charge for the sonnet is^300.Who on earth is the Editor? He must be rented. I 


with best love 


hear he is hiding at Salisbury— 


0,CA, 


Letter II. 

Dearest Boy — 

We have only just finished 


Act 2I! 


Dont wait - 

Order, of course, what you want. Lunch, 1.30 tomorrow: at Albemarle— I do not 


E'-y Oscar. 


rehearse tomorrow at all. 


16 Titc Street 

SW. 


Letter III. 
My Dear Boy: 


No letter from you yet. But I hope to find a line when I go home-I lunched with 
Prince Troubetzkoi and Mrs. Chanler this afternoon-He has done a lovely picture of 
her—and would do a beautiful one of you. I talked to him aboutyou. He is going down 
to the Batterseas to finish his portrait of Cyril but will be back in the autumn. You really 

must be painted,and also have an ivory statue executed. 

Willard,the actor,lunches with me on Thursday to talk business --1 hope to lure h.m 
to give me some of “the gold the gryphon guards in rude Armenia’ 

Are you coming up on Wednesday: if so, do dine with me. Every Oscar 

Letter IV. 


Saturday 

Dear Bosie 

Thanks for your telegram whi 
I had been for a night,on my wa] 


2nd the South Company—it was 
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A transcription of the letters 

u Th. Gerald Arbuthnot was excellent, and very nice -1 entertamed the actors 
housc-lhc ue now-to try and settle up thmgs-I don’t 

afterwards at supP^ j^^g_^hether to stay there or not-and the servants are 

know what to nOrb^nd ^P^ j^e is in Paris with Rothenstein-I 

;;;^7on will get proofs soon-I suppose yon are in Devon for your brother’s nrar- 


Oscar 


riage-give him my best wishes. 

. 16 Tite Street 

Letter V. g 

My Dearest Boy, -it- i , 

Your telegram has just arrived-it was a joy to get it-but I miss you so much-the 

gay gilt and gracious lad has gone away-and hate every one else-they are tedious- 

also I am in the purple valleys of despair-and no gold coins are dropping down from 

heaven to gladden me-London is very dangerous-* Writters’ come out at night and 

writ one-the roaring of creditors towards dawn is frightful—and solicitors are getting 

rabies and biting people — 

How I envy you under Giotto’s Tower, or sitting in the loggia looking at that green 
and gold god of Cellini’s-You must write poems like apple blossoms— 

The “Yellow Book” has appeared—it is dull and loathsome: a great failure—I am 
so glad. Always,with much love,yours 


16 Tite Street 
S W. 


Letter VI. 

My Dearest Boy, 

Life here is much the same —I find a chastened pleasure in being shaved in Air 
Street-you are always enquired after—and sonnet-like allusions made to your gilt silk 
hair. I saw an emissary from Mansfield,the actor, this morning. I think of writing ‘The 
Cardinal of Avignon’at once— If I had peace, I would do it. Mansfield would act it 
splendidly. 

Max on Cosmetics in the Yellow Book is wonderful—: enough style for a large school— 
and all very precious and thought-out: quite delightfully wrong and fascinating. 

I had a frantic telegram from Edward Shelley, of all people! asking me to see him. 
VVhen he came he was of course in trouble for money — As he betrayed me grossly I, 
of course, gave him money and was kind to him. I find that forgiving one’s enemies is a 
ost curious morbid pleasure—perhaps I should check it. With love 

LetterVII. Evyr. Qj^ar. 

My own dear Boy— 

Alcc^Yn^k cigarettes arrived all right-I lunched with Gladys de Grey-Reggie and 

onewearefl ^ j them on Thursday—they say 

as usual anH Bois—but, of course, I have no money, 

yow-You are? ' ^ seeyo«_It is really zhsurd-Ican’t live without 

o dear,so wonderful-I think of you all day long-and miss your grace, 
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your boyish beauty, the bright sword-play of your wit, the delicate fancy of your geniu*. 
so surprising always in its sudden swallow-flights towards north or south, towards sun 
or moon—and, above all, you yourself. The only thing consoles me is w’hat the Sybil 
of Mortimer Street (whom mortals term Mrs. Robinson-) said to me-if I could disbe¬ 
lieve her I would —but I can’t —and I know that early in January you and I will go 
away together for a long voyage—and that your lovely life goes always hand in hand 
with mine—my dear wonderful boy, I hope you are brilliant and happy, I went to Bertie 
today I wrote at home—then went and sat with my mother—Death and Love seem to 
walk on either hand as I go through life—They are the only things I think of—their 
wings shadow me. 

London is a desert without your dainty feet, and all the buttonholes have turned to 
weeds— nettles and hemlock are ‘the only wear’—Write me a line, and take all my love- 
now and for ever. 

Always, and with devotion,—but I have no words for how I love you— Oscar 
LetterVIII. i6Tite Street 

Dearest Boy— ^ 

I hope to send you the cigarettes—if Simmonds will let me have them — 

He has applied for his bill—I am overdrawn /41. at the Bank—it really is intolerable 
the want of money—I have not a penny—I can’t stand it any longer-but don’t know 
what to do—I go down to Worthing tomorrow—I hope to do work there. The house, 
I hear, is very small—and I have no writing room— However, anything is better than 
London— 

Your father is on the rampage again—been to Cafe Royal to enquire for us—with 
threats etc. I think now it wd. have been better for me to have had him bound over to 
keep the peace—but what a scandal! Still,it is intolerable to be dogged by a maniac 
When you come to Worthing of course all things will be done for yr. honour and 
joy—but I fear you may find the meals etc. tedious. But you will come won t you 

any rate for a short time—till you are bored. ^ t 11 K 

Ernesto has written to me begging for money—a very nice letter but rea y 

nothing just now. , . • 

What purple valleys of despair one goes through! Fortunately there « 

the world to love. ^ 

Letter IX. 

Letter—No. II. 

Dearest BostE A horrid udv Swiss governess has, I (ind.been 

I have just come in from luncheon—A horria g y ® •, 1 
looking after Cyril and Vivian for a year— she is quite impossi 

Also, children at meals are tedious 
Also, you, the gilt and graceful boy, wd. be bored 
Don’t come here —I will come to you. 
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Letter X. 

The Haven 

5 Esplanade 
Worthing 

My OWN DEAREST Boy- t . n 

How sweet of you to send me that charming poem-I can t tell you how it touches 
me-and it is full of that light lyrical grace that you always have-a quality that seems 
so easy, to those who dont understand how difficult it is to make the white feet of poetry 
dance lightly among flowers without crushing them—and to those “who know” is so 
rare and so distinguished. I have been doing nothing here but bathing and play writing- 
My play is really very funny—I am quite delighted with it—But it is not shaped yet. 
It lies in Sibylline leaves about the room —and Arthur has twice made a chaos of it by 
‘tidying up’—The result, however,was rather dramatic—I am inclined to think that 
Chaos is a stronger evidence for an Intelligent Creator than Kosmos is: the view might 
be e.xpanded. 

Percy left the day after you did. He spoke much of you—Alphonso is still in favor— 
He is my only companion—along with Stephen—Alphonso always alludes to you as 
‘The Lord’—which however gives you I think a Biblical Hebraic dignity that gracious 
Greek boys should not have—He also says from time to time, “Percy was the Lord’s 
favourite ’ w'hich makes me think of Percy as the infant Samuel—an inaccurate remin¬ 
iscence as Percy was Hellenic. 

Yesterday (Sunday) Alphonso, Stephen, and I sailed to Littlehampton in the morn- 
ing bathing on the way—We took five hours in an awful gale to come back! did not 
reach the pier till ii oc. at night—pitch dark all the way—and a fearful sea—I was 
drenched,but was Viking-like and daring.lt was, however, quite a dangerous adventure— 
All the fishermen were waiting for us—I flew to the hotel for hot brandy and water- 
on landing with my companions-and found a letter for you from dear Henry, which 

send you They had forgotten to forward it—as it was past lo oc. on a Sunday night 
t e proprietor could not sell us any brandy or spirits of any kind I So he had to pve it 
. e resu t was not displeasing, but what laws! An hotel proprietor is not allowed 
0 se nece^ary armless’ alcohol to three shipwrecked mariners—wet to the skin- 

Yniir are now anarchists—I need hardly say. 

Dear Hea ^ ^ wonderful—It is most extraordinary—I must meet her— 

atmosohere nf K them has any idea—You are the 

thinrs- Wh n ^ the incarnation of all lovely 

really out of tune I ‘^^^^ur goes from things for me-but we are never 

VvL o 1 night. 

e soon you honey-haired boy!-I am always devotedly 

Yours 

Oscar 
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Letter XI. 

The Haven 
^ Esplanade 
Worthing. 

My own dear Boy— 

Your sweet letter arrived this morning-and this moment I have received your de¬ 
lightful telegram—delightful, because I love you to think of me— What do you think 
of three days at Dieppe? I have a sort of longing for France—and with you-if you 
can manage to come — ; (I could only arrange three days—as I am so busy—) 

I went yesterday up to town for the afternoon—lunched with George Alexander at 
the Garrick—got a little money from him—and returned by the 4.30 for dinner—so I 
can pay my rent, and Cyril’s — (little wretch and darling,) school-fees— I dare not lodge 
the money in the Bank, as I have overdrawn j^40—but I think of hiding gold in the 
garden— 

Could you meet me at Newhaven on the 15th?—Dieppe is very amusing and bright. 
Or would you come down here first—say on Thursday: and we cd. go on? 

I saw Gatby,by chance, as I was driving through Pall Mall—he stopped my cab— 
we had a long chat: about you, of course. He is one of your many admirers— Last night 
(see other letter)—you,and I,and the mayor figured as patrons of the entertainment 
given by the vagabond singers of the sands — They told me that our names, which have 
been placarded,all over the town,excited great enthusiasm—and certainly the Hall was 
crammed— I was greeted with loud applause,as I entered with Cyril: Cyril was con¬ 
sidered to be you— 

Dear boy—this is a scrawl is it not? I find farcical comedies admirable for style,but 
fatal to handwriting— 

Do write to me—and do come to France—Is Basil here? If so, of course, come here¬ 
with 


fondest love. 


Ever devotedly 


yours 


Oscar 


Letter XII. 

My Dearest Boy 

Thanks for your letter—I am overwhelmed by the wings of vulture creditors—an 
out of sorts-but I am happy in the knowledge that we are friends again-and that our 
love has passed through the shadow and the night of estrangement and sorrow and come 
out rose-crowned as of old—let us always be infinitely dear to each other, as in ec uc 

have been always. 1 • 

I hear Bobbie is in town-lame and bearded! is n’t it awful? I have not seen him yeL 

LeslyThompson has appeared-he is extremely anxious to devote his “JY” not 

Tree has written a long apologetic letter-his reasons are so 
understand them-a cheque is the only argument I recognize Hare 
^urly next week. I am going to make an effort to induce im to see 
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is a mastcrpiece-but I have grave doubts. This is all the news. How horrid news 
1 think of you daily-and am always devotedly Yours 


is! 


Oscar 


16 Tite Street 
SW. 


Letter XIII. 

My Dearest Bosie — 

I suppose you won’t come up now,it is so late. Perhaps I shall hear tomorrow. I can’t 
bear your sadness and unhappiness: because I cannot cure it. But you know what a joy 
it will be to see you again. I have been staying at Cannizaro from Saturday to IVIonday; 
Noel Holland, one of Knutsford’s sons, was there: he is partner with Edward Arnold 
the publisher: I told him of our idea of writing a book “How to live above one’s in¬ 
come”—for the use of the sons of the rich: he was charmed: he seems very mad, but 
is quite brilliant: one of the Ames’s with his fiancee was there also: there were many af¬ 
fectionate enquiries after you—Tiny was sweet as usual: Mrs. Schuster had a black eye! 
a fall from her donkey-chaise: She was swathed in lace, jewels, and flowers: quite ex¬ 
traordinary to look at. 

I heard all the details of the divorce of the Scarlet Marquis the other day: quite as¬ 
tonishing: Arthur Pollen told me all about it: he came to tea one afternoon. 

Surely your mother intends to give you a good allowance now—when she is a little 
better I feel certain she will: it should be about^400 or ^00 a year. It is absurd you 
should not have an allowance suitable to your position. I think you should speak to yr. 
mother about it, before you come up. 

On Thursday night I am going to the first night of Tree’s new play: so if you are in 
town I suppose you will dine with Robbie: or some other friend: 

I am sending you a copy of “Hafiz” the divinest of poets — I hope the honey of his 
verse may charm you. 

London is dripping with rain; a loathsome day. Ever, with much love. 

Yours Oscar 

Letter XIV. 

My Dearest Boy, AC —[Albemarle Club] 

cnouvh , and worried by money matters. Today is golden 

hcr’s nlav if ^monotonously on all other days. I went to Haddon Cham- 

lower orders ^ written! The bows and salutations of the 

Roy^ I 

asperated the wretches ^ Harry Whites, and the Home Secretary: This ex- 
the passion of love a °]^sm-anp to live in a land where the worship of beauty, and 
because you are her infamous—I hate England: it is only bearable to me 

after‘Lord Douglas’— ^ ^ topped at Willis’: There were respectful enquiries 

Always yours 

Oscar 
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Letter XV. 

Dearest Boy— 

Yes! the Scarlet Marquis made a plot to address the audience on the first night of my 
play I! 

Algy Burke revealed it—and he was not allowed to enter. 

He left a grotesque bouquet of vegetables for me! This of course makes his conduct 
idiotic—robs it of dignity. 

He arrived with a prize-fighter!! I had all Scotland Yard —20 police-to guard the 
theatre. He prowled about for 3 hours—then left chattering like a monstrous apc- 
Percy is on our side. 

I feel now that, without yr.name being mentioned,all will go well. 

I had not wished you to know—Percy wired without telling me— lam greatly touched 
by [your] rushing over Europe—For my own part I had determined you shd. know 
nothing. 

I will wire to Calais and Dover—and you will of course stay with me till Saturday. 
I then return to Tite St, I think 

Ever, with love, all love in the world, devotedly yours 


Letter XVI. Hotel de la Plage. 

Bernaval-«ur-Mer. 

My Dear Boy, Dieppe. 

If you will send me back beautiful letters,with bitter one’s of your own, of course you 
vill never remember my address— It is as above. 

Of Lugne-Poe, of course, I know nothing except that he is singularly handsome, and 
leems to me to have the personality of a good actor, for personality does not require in- 
lellect to help it: it is a dynamic force of its own, and is often as superbly unintelligent as 
he great forces of nature, like the lightning that shook at sudden moments last night 

3ver the sea that slept before my window. 

The production of Salome was the thing that turned the scale in my favour, as ar as 
my treatment in prison by the Government was concerned,and I am deeply grate u 
ill concerned in it. Upon the other hand I could not give my next play for nothing, as 
1 simply do not know how I shall live after the summer is over unless I at on 
money—I am in a terrible and dangerous position for money that I ha c 
ivas set aside for me, was not forthcoming when I wanted it. It was » or” ® 
pointment: for I have of course begun to live as a man of letters shou 
‘'^ith a private sitting room and books and the like. I can see no ot cr way o 

1 am to write,though I can see many others, if I am not. bound 

If the Lugiie-Po! can give me no money, of course I shall not 

to him. But the play in question-being religious in surroundings an 

no. a play for a ™.a. all. Three performancea are .he mos. I .hmk 
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„p...A.Uwa„n»ohave»ya«i«^ 

would take the play and le. Lugne-Poe play .he pa..,, 
lid L more .hau con.en.. In any case I am no. bound, and,wha. .s of more rmpo.., 
11 olav is no. wriiten! I am s.ill trying to finish my necessary correspondence, and to 
e,pr Jsnitably my deep gratitude to all who have been kind to me. 

As regards ‘ Le Journal,’ I have the chance to write for it, and will try and get it regular- 

I _j Jq jii^e to ahonner myself at the office as I am anxious that my address should 

not be known-I think I had better do it at Dieppe,from where I get the Echo de Paris? 

I hear the'Jour’has had a sort of interview-a false one—with you. This isvery dis¬ 
tressing: as much, 1 don’t doubt, to you as to me. I hope however that it is not the cause 
of the duel you hint at- Once you get to fight duels in France,you have to be always 
doing it, and it is a nuisance. I do hope that you will always shelter yourself under the 
accepted right of any English gentleman to decline a duel—unless of course some per¬ 
sonal fracas or public insult takes place. 

Of course you will never dream of fighting a duel for me : that would be awful, and 
create the worst and most odious impression. 

Always write to me about your art and the art of others. It is better to meet on the 
double peak of Parnassus than elsewhere—I have read your poems with great pleasure 
and interest: but on the whole your best work is to me still the work you did two years 
and a half ago—the ballads, and bits of the play: of course your own personality has had 
for many reasons to express itself directly since then, but I hope you will go on to forms 
more remote from actual events and passions— 

One can really, as 1 say in Intentions, be far more subjective in an objective form than 
in any other way. If I were asked of myself as a dramatist, I would say that my unique 
position was that 1 had taken the Drama, the most objective form known to art,and 
made it as personal a mode of expression as the Lyric or the Sonnet, while enriching 
the characterization of the stage, and enlarging—at any rate in the case of Salome—its 
artistic horizon. You have real sympathy with the Ballad. Pray again return to it. The 
Ballad is the true origin of the romantic Drama, and the true predecessors of Shake¬ 
speare are not the tragic writers of the Greek or Latin Stage, from Aeschylus to Seneca, 
t e ballad writers of the Border— In such a ballad as Gilderoy one has the prefig¬ 
uring note of the romance of Romeo and Juliet, different though the plots are. The 
r ing p rases of Salome, that bind it together like a piece of music with recurring 
m tjs are, and were to me, the artistic equivalent of the refrains of old ballads. All this, 

to beg you to write ballads. 

ablv hnfb A ^ to thankyou or More for the books from Paris—pto^- 

I am vrearl f books,so you must divide the thanks - 

Andre Gide’f K of La Jeunesse. He must be most interesting- 

has been to mp ft, ^ ^^®t:inate me. The egoistic note is, of course, and has always 
. e primal and ultimate of note of modern art, but to be an Egoist one must 

[ xxviii ] 





















A TRANSCRIPTION OF THE LETTERS 

H„an Ego. It is no. everyone who ssys “I, I” who can enter into the Kingdon, of 
Hove Andre personally vety deeply and often thought of hint in prl, „, 
did of dear Regg.e Choltnondeley wtth large Faun’s eyes and honey-sweet smile 

him my fondest love. 

Kindlyforward enclosed card to Reggie, with myaddress,tell him to keep dwl a'^' 


Letter XVII. Thursday. 

My Dear Boy, 2.30. 

I have just received three copies of Le Jour, that I ordered from Dieppe; not knowing 
what day the supposed interview with you had taken place, 1 had ordered the numbers 
for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

The interview is quite harmless, and I am really sorry you took any notice of it. I 
do hope it is not with the low-class journalist that you are to fight; if that absurd ex¬ 
perience is in store for you—If you ever fight in France let it be with someone who exists. 
To fight with the dead is either a vulgar farce, or a revolting tragedy. 

Let me know by telegram if anything has happened. The telegraph office is at Dieppe, 
but they send out on swift bicycles men in fantastic dresses of the middle-c/</// age— 
who blow horns all the time so that the moon shall hear them. 

The costume of the ‘moyen-age’ is lovely, but the dress of the m\M\c-class age is 
dreadful. 

Let me beg one thing of you. Please always let me see anything that appears about 
myself in the Paris papers—good or bad, but especially the bad. It is a matter ot vital 
import to me to know the attitude of the community. All mystery enrages me, and when 
dear More wrote to say that a false interview with you of no importance had been pub¬ 
lished, I hired a voiture at once and galloped to Dieppe to try and find it—and ordered, 
as I have told you, three separate numbers. It wrecks my nerves to think of things ap¬ 
pearing on me that are kept from me. If More had enclosed it in his letter, I would 
have been happy and satisfied. As it was, I was really unnerved. The smallest w'ord about 
me tells. 

If Le Journal would publish my letter to the Daily Chronicle it would be a great 
thing for me. I hope you have seen it. 

Ernest Dowson, Conder, and Dal Young—what a name are coming out to dine an 
sleep—at least I know they dine, but I believe they dont sleep. E^yr. Oscar 


tterXVIII. 

Dear Boy, 
have 


Friday. June 4th. 
2.30. 


AR XJOY, 1 «n 

lave just got your letter, but Ernest Dowson, Dal Young, and on cr ' 

mo. read i.-excep. .he las. three lines-I love ,he te. words o ^ 

m ar. is the beginning. Don’t think I don’t love you. ° goes. What il 

anyone else. But our lives are irreparably severed, as far as meeting g 
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Irf, US is .he knowledge that we love each other-and every day I think of you, and 
1 know you are a poet, and that makes you doubly dear and wonderful_My friends 
here have been most sweet to me, and I like them all very much-Young is the best 
of fellows and Ernest has a most interesting nature. He is to send me some of his work. 
We all stayed up till 3 oc.-very bad for me-but it was a delightful experience- 
Today is a day of sea-fog, and rain-my 6rst. Tomorrow I go with fishers to fish- 
butl will write to you tonight. Ever, dear boy,with fondest love Oscak 


Sunday night 
June. 6th. 


Letter XIX. 

Mv Dearest Bov 

I must give up this absurd of writing to you every day. It comes of course from 
the strange new joy of talking to you daily. But next week I must make a resolution 
to write to you only every seven days, and then on the question of the relations of the 
sonnet to modern life, and the importance of your writing romantic ballads, and the 
strange beauty of that lovely line of Rossetti’s, suppressed till lately by his brother, where 
he says that,“the sea ends in a sad blueness beyond rhyme.” Dont you think it lovely? 
“ In a sad blueness beyond rhyme.” Voila “L’influence du bleu dans les arts,” with a 
vengeance! 

I am so glad you went to bed at 7 oc. Modern life is terrible to vibrating delicate 
frames like yours—a rose-leaf in a storm of hard hail is not so fragile. With us who are 
modern it is the scabbard that wears out the sword. 

Will you do this for me—get Le Courier de la Presse to procure a copy of Le Soir, 
the Brussels paper, somewhere between the 26 th and the 31 st of May last—which has 
an article on my letter to the Chronicle, a translation of it I believe, and notices— It is 
of vital importance for me to have it as soon as possible. My Chronicle letter is to be 
published as a pamphlet with a postscript—and I need the Soir. I dont want to write 
myself for it, for obvious reasons. Dear boy, I hope you are still sweetly asleep—you are 
so absurdly sweet when you are asleep. I have been to mass at 10 oc. and to Vespers at 
3 oc. I was a little bored by a sermon in the morning, but Benediction was delightful, 
m seated in the Choir! I suppose sinners should have the high places near Christ’s altar ? 
know at any rate that Christ would not turn me out. 

Remember, after a few days, only one letter a <week-l must school myself to it. 

En attendant. Yours with all love 

Oscar. 

Poete-for9at. 

Letter XX. , v t 

. Tuesday: 15th June. 

* Wh " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^°’ Bernaval-sur-Mer. 

monthp^I rardv H anyone? Or do you ever really know the day of the 

The Ernest Dowson 

lous questions is that last night on coming from Aigues-la- 
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Bataille where I had 
June II. (That is last 
ope for you. 

You ask me in it to let you come on Saturday; but dear honey-sweet boy I have al¬ 
ready asked you to come then: so we both have the same desire, as usual. 

Your name is to be Jonquil du Vallon. 

Will you write at once to Edward Strangman, Hotel Terminus, Gare Ste Lazarc, to 
say you would like to see him and have news of me. He is a very gentle, rather shy chap; 
Irish by race, Oxford by culture: a friend of Will Rothenstein and Robbie, and a good 
friend of mine: he has just sent me lovely books I needed: pray let him know that I 
was so touched and pleased by his visit. 

I suppose I shall hear at length from you today: the Facteur comes at 12 oc. and 
leaves at once, so all I can ever write in immediate response is a green-gray postcard. 
Only wine will induce the Facteur to wait. Nothing else has any influence with him. 

Always devotedly 
Yours Oscar. 


been brakfasting with Ernest, I found a letter from you W 
Friday) but/orfnf June (last Sunday.) I have kept tL envel- 


LetterXXI. Wednesday. June 16th. 

Bcrnaval. 

My Dear Boy, 

I am upset with the idea that you don’t get my letters, or that the Post goes wrong, 
or something. I daresay it is all absurd, but your last three letters dated the loth, 11 th, 
and 12th (whereas we are now at the i6th) contain no references to things I asked 
you—especially as regards our meeting. 

I have asked you to come here on Saturday: I have a bathing costume for you, but you 
had better get one in Paris—also bring me a lot of books—and cigarettes. I cannot get 
good cigarettes here or at Dieppe. 

The weather is very hot, so you will want a straw hat and flannels. I hope you will 
get quietly out of Paris. On arriving at Dieppe take a good voiture and tell him to dri\c 
to the Hotel Bernaval-sur-Mer—and go by the road by Puys—noi by the grande 

route which is a straight line of white dust. 

If you want a cafe at Dieppe on arriving, go to the Cafe Suisse. 

It takes an hour and a half to get here-so arrive if you can at Dieppe about 3 oc. 

and be here at 5 oc. , ... 

I hope to be in my chalet by Saturday: so you will stay with me there: I have a Im c 
‘Walled-in-place’ in the garden of the Hotel where I have dejeuner :ind dsner-z bos- 
tjuet of trees. 

On Sunday I go to mass—in a dark blue suit. • u. j cirinns 

You must not have your letters sent on under your own name. It might do me set 

Itarm. I still suggest—for the third time 
Jonquil du Vallon, but any name you like will do. 
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Pray do not fail to 

th«'.oda"and ■ a. going to bathe a. to.so.Yesterday I drove Ernes, 

’Xbfor the^sX: yon ask me other questions in your letter that I have answe. 
tltte,^ of my own to you: but I don't know if they reach you. I will wait I 
'f«t and write again tomorrow. 

Bring also some perfumes and nice things from the sellers of the dust of 
Also bring yourself. Evyr. 


answered 
will wait for todays 


roses. 


Oscar. 


Letter XXII. Thursday.June ,7, 

2 oc. p. m. 

My Dearest Boy, 

I have been obliged to ask my friends to leave me, as I am so upset and distressed in 
nerve by my solicitor’s letter, and the apprehension of serious danger, that simply I must 
be alone. I find that any worry utterly destroys my health, and makes me horrid and 
irritable and unkind, though I hate to be so. 

Of course at present it is impossible for us to meet: I have to find out what grounds 
my solicitor has for his sudden action, and of course, if your Father — or rather Q, as 1 
only know him and think of him—if Q came over and made a scene and scandal it 
would utterly destroy my possible future and alienate all my friends from me. I owe to 
my friends everything, including the clothes I wear, and I would be wretched if I did 
anything that would separate them from me. 

So simply we must write to each other: about the things we love, about poetry and 
the coloured arts of our age, and that passage of ideas into images that is the intellect¬ 
uals history of Art. 1 think of you always, and love you always, but chasms of moonless 
night divide us: we cannot cross it without hideous and nameless peril. 

Later on—when the alarm in England is over—when secrecy is possible, and silence 
forms part of the world’s attitude—we may meet, but at present you see it is impossible. 

I would be harrassed,agitated,nervous. It would be no joy for me to let you see me as 
I am now. 


You must go to some place where you can play golf and get back your lily 
on t,like a good boy, telegraph to me unless on a matter of vital import: the telegraph 
ce IS seven miles off, and I have to pay the facteur, and also reply, and yesterday with 
facteurs, and three separate replies I was sans le sou, and also mentally 
P t m nerve. Say please to Percy that I will accept a bicycle with many thanks for his 
anH K n here,where there is a great champion who teaches everyone, 

and a^d « will cost Percy will send me /15 to enclosed name 

Ever ^ ^ ^ will make me very happy. Send him my card. 

Ever your, (rather maimed and mutilated) 

[ xxxii ] 


Oscar 






















A TRANSCRIPTION OF THE LETTERS 

Letter XXIII. Wednaday. 

My Darling Boy, June 23rd. 

Thanks for your letter received this morning: my Fete was a huge succeat: 15 gamini 
were entertained on strawberries and cream, apricots,chocolates, cakes and sirop de gren- 
adine-I had a huge iced cake with Jubile de la Rcinc Victoria in pink sugar just ro- 
setted with green, and a great wreath of red roses round it all. Every child was asked 
beforehand to choose his present: they all chose instruments of music!!! 

6 accordions 
^ trompettes 
4 clairons— 

They sang the Marseillaise and other songs, and danced a ronde, and also played ‘God 
save the Queen’: they said it was‘God save the Queen,’and I did not like to differ from 
them. They also all had flags which I gave them. They were most gay, and sweet. I 
gave the health of La Reine d’Angleterre, and they cried ‘Vive la Rcinc d’Angletcrrc 1 !!!’ 
Then I gave‘La France’—mere de tons les artistes’—and finally I gave Lc President 
de la Republique: I thought I had better do so—They cried out with one accord “ Viv- 
ent le President de la Republique etMonsieurMelmoth "!!! So I found my name coupled 
with that of the President—it was an amusing experience as I am hardly more than a 
month out of gaol. 

They stayed from 4.30 to 7 oc, and played games: on leaving I gave them each a 
basket with a jubilee cake frosted pink and inscribed, and bonbons— 

They seem to have made a great demonstration in Bernaval-lc-Grand, and to have 
gone to the House of the Mayor and cried “Vive Monsieur Le Maire! Vive la Reine 
d’Angleterre! Vive Monsieur Melmoth!”—I tremble at my position— 

Today I have come in with Ernest Dowson to dine with the painter Thaulow—a 
giant with the temperament of Corot—I sleep here and go back tomorrow. 

I will write tomorrow on things. dearest boy 

Your 

Oscar 


Letter XXIV. Wednesdayph 

My Darling Boy— 

I received your letters all right and have half written my answer — 

I write now on nicer things: just to know how you are,and why you stay at p 
that bores you—I hear from Ernest Dowson that Montigny-Sur Loire is o y. 
foil of dear brilliant artists and sweet people, Stuart Merrill lives at 3 

miles off-and of course is charming and sympathetic. I hate to know you are lonely, 

or in danger of ennui that enemy of modern life. , u uen 

I am waiting here for a new servant— sent to me from Avesnes— 

him, but I hope he will be nice. . , j Pmest 

He is to coL here to End me. Brutes, hald and bearded, have arr.ved-and Ern 
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Dowson ays he is sure my servant is among them. It is so awful, that I am going to deny 
I am M. Sebastian Melmoth— 

Tell me about your days. Is Gaston in waiting? Are you writing anything? Whom 
have you met? 

Tomorrow I am going to write my poem-I will send it to you. 

With my love, dearest boy, Ever your 

Oscar 

Do you know Hugues Rebell? He has just sent me his book, Nichina. Also Tristan 
Klingson? who sends poems. His name is so lovely I fear I shall be disappointed with 
his work. In fact I am. 

Letter XXV. Tuesday. 

My ow.N Darling Boy, 7 * 3 ° 

I got your telegram half an hour ago—and just send you a line to say that I feel that 
my only hope of again doing beautiful work in art is being with you—It was not so 
in old days—but now it is different, and you can really recreate in me that energy and 
sense of joyous power on which Art depends—Everyone is furious with me for going 
back to you—but they don’t understand us—I feel that it is only with you that I can 
do anything at all—Do remake my ruined life for me—and then our friendship and 
love will have a different meaning to the world— 

I wish that when we met at Rouen we had not parted at all—There are such wide 

abysses now of space and land between us—But we love each other_ 

Good night-dear- 

^ Oscar 
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illustrative notes on the text 

OF THE LETTERS 

Letter I. at the HaymarkctTheatre Londo A l 

This letter should probably be assigned to De- ^9,1893. It is improbable that i’t refers to 1 " 
cember, 1892, for the reason that it was written •^earsal for one of the two plays which Wilde* 
while Lord Alfred Douglas was an undergradu- ducedearlyin 1895,forfromoneofthelaterhe« 
ate at Oxford and was the editor of the student Published, it appears that Douglas was abroad it 
publication/‘The Spirit Lamp.” The sonnet of February, 1895,and the words in this letter “Or- 
whichOscarWildewritesis«TheNewRemorse,” der, of course, what you want,” do not comport 
which he gave Douglas for publication and which the protestations of impecuniosity which run 

appeared in that magazine in the issue of Decern- through the letters of the later time. 

ber6,i892;theprosepoem,“TheHouseofJudg- Letter III 

me„e.”appearedmtheissueof Febniary. 7.. 853, ^his lerter probably bolooga .0 .he .ammer of 
PP-5t-53>and as mention IS made in the letter of ,80, ^ ^ tne summer of 

only the first contribution,it would seem that this Wilde’s elH t ^ "“'^e'-ous mentions of Cynl, 

letter falls somewhere between these two dates. ^ ' rn " I '7^ 

a r • cu'Ti. XT TT ,, ot 1894 which follow, but no reference h them 

An earlier version of“The New Remorse un- v r l , . 

A cl, *vi cccTT A j XT T . to a portrait of the boy by Troubetzkoi. Indeed 
der.het.leof UnAmant de Nos Jours, had from Wilde's almos. bankrupt s.a.e ia .8,4,1. 
been pubtahed .n the “Court and Society Re- « have commissioned the 

v,eyorDecember.3,.887 painting during that summer or in the preceding 

A third contribution to “The Spirit Lamp” was spring. f » 

made by Wilde while Douglas was still editor. The reference to “ Willard, the aftor" is un- 
namely the prose poem,«The Disciple,” appear- doubtedly to E. S. Willard. From the type of 

'"u Tk ^ of June, 1893, PP- 49"5°' charafters played by Willard it is probable that 

a acombe, fiom which place this letter is Wilde was trying to interest him in his projeded 
wntten,is a small bathing and boating resort just pi^y around the Cardinal of Avignon which he 
outside of Torquay on the south coast of En- i^ter offered to Richard Mansfield, 
gland between Exeter and Plymouth. 

The term “rented” was a slang phrase in use at eTTER 

the time,implying blackmail.That this use of the This letter can be definitely placed as of Sep- 
word was not unfamiliar to Wilde is shown by its tember,i893,by itslastscntencc:“I supposcyou 

appearinginalettertoDouglaswhichwasreadand 'tc.. 

made part ofthe record in the libel adtion brought ^hich unquestionably refers to the marn^ of 
hy Wilde against the Marquis of Queensberry, Lord Alfred Douglas’s older brother,! ercyShol- 
the father of Lord Alfred Douglar(See Oscar to Douglas,to Hannah ManaWaltersonSeptem- 

Wilde, by Frank Harris [1916], vol. I, p. 209.) hern,1893. k„,nrovin 

- i- y Theperformancereferrcdtoisonebyaprovin- 

^ETter II. cial company, of Wilde’s comedy,“A Woman of 

^^tter should probably be assigned to No Importance. 

March or April, 1893. The rehearsal mentioned During the summer of 1893, ildc had main- 
mtheletter refers withoutdoubt to one of Wilde’s tained an establishment at Gon^.a r«ort on t e 
comedies, “A Woman of No Importance,” pro- Thames between London and Oxford. 
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illustrative notes on the text of the letters 

.nd R..h.ns.ein ncnrioned are John in the offices of Wilde^ publishers, with wh„„ 

Une .he publisher, and Will Rothenstein. the W.lde was friendly, and who was later to be one 
i jnc, p Crown s chief witnesses in the criminal ac- 

''•S ■Lwf.” menrioned were probably those .ion brought apmst him in May.. Ss j.Thei.bel 
for the Fnalish edidon of Salome. The English trayal ofwh.ch Wildewmes.probablyalludes to 

mnslttionfromthe French,in which Salome was a violent quarrel which had occurred in March, 

orieinallywrittcn,wasniadebyLordAlfredDoug- i 893 ,when Shelley had written a rather bitter let 

^ ' fAr frv WTiIHp no* fliAir ^Vi A«c «*-n /'T'L 

las. 


Letter V. 

The approximate date of this letter can be placed 
bv the sentence” the Yellow Book has appeared, 


ter to Wilde terminating their friendship. (The 
trial of Oscar Wilde [i9o6],p. 94 et seq.) 


etc, 


Letter VII. 

There is nothing in this letter to place its date 
ThVrcfcrcncc^Vb'vio^^^ definitely, but it would seem to belong to the 

oFtheperiodicalwhichwasissuedin April,i894. sP”«g '^94. The reference to “flannels and 
In the fourth clause of the first sentence of this straw hats” would indicate the coming of warm 
letter the word” I" has apparently been omitted weather in Paris. 

between the words “and” and “hate,” for the sen- The tone of the letter would seem to indicate 

tence should of course run“the gay gilt and gra- more than a casual separation between Lord Al- 
ciouslad has gone away and I hate every one else.” fred Douglas and Oscar Wilde, and follows along 
Although Lord Douglas was apparently in Flor- quite naturally with the two preceding letters writ¬ 
ten to Douglas while he was in Italy. 

Wilde dedicated" AW oman of N o Importance” 
to Gladys de Grey,who is mentioned in this letter. 
She became the Marchioness of Ripon in 1909. 
for him by his family in their efforts to separate (Mason Bibliography [1914],p.402.) 
him from Wilde. He did not, however, remain “Reggie” is probably Reginald Cholmondeley, 

long away from London. It was at this time that mentioned in a later letter written from Dieppe 
Lord Douglas made the acquaintance of Robert m 1897. 

Hichens which resulted rather unpleasantly for y VT T T 

bothWildcand Douglas in Hichens’s book,“The 

The reference to Wilde’s impending departure 
for Worthing places the date of this letter in the 
early summer of 1894. Wilde passed the summer 
and early autumn of 1894 at this seaside resort 
near Brighton. 

Letter IX. 


ence when this letter was written, he was absent 
from Ivondon on a journey which took him to 
Egypt,where he was to have a secretarial position 
in the diplomatic service,which had been obtained 


Green Carnation,” satirizing their relationship. 
Letter VI. 


This letter was written in April,i 894,asis shown 
by the reference to“ Max on Cosmetics,” an essay 
by Max Beerbohm which appeared in the first 

number of“ The Yellow Book.” From the fad ■ u 

thatitsomewhatamcndsWilde’sfirstimpression obviously the first letter, among the 

it is proper that it should follow letter No. c rather colledion, written after Wilde’s arrival 

than precede it. at Worthing in the summer of 1894. 

Apparently Mansfield was not interested in the • yWhn were Wilde’s two sons.Vivian 

idea of Wilde’s projededDlav“Thpr h- 1 r literary executor. Cyril was killed 

Avigno„,-f„„b,,HH„/„ev;.p4„^:7l:!“*=WorldW 

Letter X. 

appendix,pp. 583-5^^°” bibliography [1914], From its heading and contents, this letter be- 

Edward ShelUv n^c longs to those written from Worthing during the 

'"'y was a young man employed summer of 1894. 
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illustrative notes on the text of the LFTTI RS 

The new play referred to is, in all probability, bohmTree had • l 

..The Importance of Be.ng Earnest." „„ aThnrsday.The fi'r' 

Letter XI. 

This letter probably belongs to September, bers’pla’v»Totn A 
1894. In that month, the 15th, the day referred ember 8 (See“TheTr'^*- 
to for meeting at Newhaven,fell on Saturday. As- by Willkm Archer ^ Ir '* 94 .” 

,„.ingthattheletterwaswritten in SepteLber,;ouldi^^^ 

the suggestion to come to Worthing on Thurs- Buchanan,while the next leLr i Jth ' 
day,the 13th of the month, and to go to Dieppe shows tha’t he had been lo a a 
soastobetherebytheisthseemsperfedlyplaus- Chambers.TheplacingofthislLriss " 

ible and natural. In no other month of the sum- dearlv when mnc-H ^ 

n.crora„tum„of. 894 doestheday..Thnrsday tot foZ 
sand m this same relationship to the ./a/fthe “The Scarlet Marquis-wasWilde’sdeprecor, 
'S’ E- Kxxrm , ru • WellationforLordDouglas’sfather.theMar- 

ThemoneywhichWilde speaks of having re- quis of Queensberry. 
ceived from George Alexander may have been an The divorce referred to was the Marquis's see 

advance royalty on “The Importance of Being ond. After his separation from Lord Alfred's 
Earnest,” which was produced by Alexander the mother in i889,he was married in 1893 toa Mi„ 
following February. Ethel Weedon, from whom he was divorced in 

Letter XII. 

The contents of this letter would indicate that Letter XIV. 
it belongs to the summer of 1894.The new play This letter should be assigned to November, 
mentioned,probablythecomedy“An Ideal Hus- 1894, and properly follows letter No. 13. The 
band,”written during the summer,is finished and year is quite surely 1894, as is evidenced by ref- 
Wilde is back in London attempting to make ar- erence to worry over money matters, a refrain 
rangements for its produdion. which runs almost without exception in the letters 

Arrangements for the production of“The Im- of 1894, but which does not appear earlier owing 
portance of Being Earnest” had already been presumably to the financial success of“A Woman 
made with Alexander, so the “new play” men- ofNoImportance,”ini893.Duringi894,Cham- 
tioned could not be this,but must be the former bers had two plays produced. (See “Theatrical 
to which the allusion is made. This is supported World” for 1894, by William Archer.) One was 
by the faCt that either Hare or Tree might have called“The Fatal Lord,”an Adelphi melodrama, 
played “Viscount Goring” in “An Ideal Hus- which was produced in September; the other, 
band,"while there is no part in “The Importance “John A Dreams,”of different charader and style 
of Being Earnest” which could conceivably have and spoken of by critics as a work of considerable 
mterested either aCtor. importance and style,appeared in November. It 

L does not seem probable that Wilde would have 

TTerXIII. been attracted to the opening oftheformer play. 

'This letter was probably written in November, If we assume that reference in this letter is to 
’^ 94 -ThisisdeducedfromthereferencetoWilde's the Haddon Chambers play,“John A Dreams," 
announcedintentiontoattendonThursdaynight, this letter dove-tails perfectly with the preceding 
,,tnight”of a new play to be produced by Beer- one. At no other time, in 1893 or 1894, do j e 
Tree.The year is obviously 1894, as refer- three faCtors of a«Beerbohm Tree first mgh^ on 
made to the “Scarlet Marquis” divorce a “Thursday,” and a“Haddon Chambers play 
>ch occurred in that year. During 1894, Beer- stand circumstantially together. 
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illustrative notes on the text of the letters 

terruptedbyavisitto Rouen to meet Douglas,be¬ 
cause it had seemed imprudent for him to visit 
Wilde at Berneval. Wilde returned to Berneval 
and to the poem. But he was restless and unhappy 
and by Oftober he had joined Lord Douglas in 
Naples. 

It is amusing, if not important, to note that 
throughout these letters Wilde spells the name 
of the town in which he was living," Bernaval,” 
which is at variance with the spelling used by his 
biographers and by Baedeker. 

Lugne-Poe, mentioned in this letter is the 
French aftor M. A.-F. Lugne-Poe, the Direftor 
of the Theatre de L’Oeuvre in Paris, and inter¬ 
preter of the role of Herod when Salome was first 
oncortrcwosurc 7 es°^ producedatthattheatre,February i i,i896,while 

Wilde was released onbail afterthejury had failed Wilde was still in prison. 

toagreeinhisfirsttrial. during the time that Wilde was in Reading 

In the third sentence in the paragraph next to Goal, he had in mind two new plays similar in 

the last,aword is obviously missing.Thesentence kind to Salome—“Pharaoh and“Ohab and Is- 

should probably run,“I am greatly touched by obel.” In this letter he probably refers to plans 

^ourrushingover Europe.” Douglas was evident- for the future produftion of one or the other of 

ly abroad when this letter was written but was ap- these. The plays themselves were never written. 

parently hurrying back to London in compliance Andre Gide is the nineteenth century French 

withWilde’s telegram. author who, some years afterWilde’s death,pub- 

, lished a critical essay on the man and his work. 

Letter XVI. 

I'his letter was written about June I, after the Letter XVII. 
appearance of an interview with Lord Douglas From the heading “Thursday” and the refer- 
whichwas published in“LeJour”on May 28,29, once to the receipt of the copies of“Le Jour,”it 
or 30,1897, and before the date of the letter fol- is quite certain that this letter was written on 
lowing this on or about June 3,1897. Thursday, June 3, 1897. 

1 his and all subsequent letters herewith pub- The Conder and Dal Young referred to are 
lished were written within a period of about three Charles Conder and Dalhousie Young,both well 
months immediately after Wilde’s release from known among the painters, poets, and literateurs 
Reading Gaol. of the Eighteen-Nineties. Young was the author 

On the day of his release. May 19,1 897,Wilde of the “Apologia pro Oscar Wilde,” published 
crossed the Channel to Franee and settled in the within a month or two afterWilde’s conviiftion. 

Letter XVIII. 

In the third sentence a word is obviously omit 

ted.The sentence should probably run,“Ofcourse 

I lovej;oa more than anyone else.” 

Letter XIX. 

The Chronicle letter to which Wilde refers wa 
his letter of protest, published in the ^ ^ 

Chronicle”in London,May 28,1 

[xl] 


-- u, ucnicvai-our-ivier, 

miles outside of Dieppe. He assumed the 
of M. Sebastian Melmoth, and a number 
friends visited him during the summer Al 
month after his arrival,Wilde was housed i 
Chalet Bourgeot which he had remodelled 
needs and here he began writing “The Bal 
cading Gaol.” He continued at this intc 
tcntly throughout the summer. The work w 


Letter XV. 

This letter,the last among the present collec¬ 
tion written before Wilde’simpnsonment,should 

date as of about February 15, 1895 - The incident 
related in the letter and prominently mentioned 
in most of the Wilde biographies, occurred on the 
first night of the produdion of “The Importance 
of Being Earnest,”at St. James Theatre on Feb¬ 
ruary 14,1895. The letter was obviously written 

very shortly afterwards. 

The“grotesque bouquet”was one made up of 

turnips and carrots. 

The Percy referred to was probably Lord Al¬ 
fred’s older brother, who remained sufficiently 

. . , s VI TTT!IJ- 1_ 


















illustrative notes on the text of the letters 

dismissal ofJ.Martin,aWardenofReading Gaol, on the 7th which w. k 

“for having given some sweet biscuits to a little month 

hungry child.” Martin had been an official of neval. “ D'«Ppe or in B«r. 

Reading Gaol duringWilde’s imprisonment and 

had rendered him numerous friendly services. XXV. 

Letter XX. date Wilde left for N,. 

The “Robbie” referred to herein is Robert byOftober.ThLee^rin^X^h'Do' 

Ross,Wilde’s friend and sometime literary ex- to which Wilde refers,took pLe «“the e^rf 

the first of August (sec Ransome.OKir 
Letter XXII. This letter, then, falls somewhere 

It would seem that Wilde’s friends, who were • HowcverWildc was still 

anxious to do everything possible to prevent the * ^97 (»« Muon's 

renewal of the intimacy between Wilde and Lord ^ [^9t4]>P-4Jo).so it is fair to pre- 

Alfred, had heard of the latter’s impending visit 
to Berneval,and had sent word across the channel 
which calledforththeletterfrom Wilde’s solicitor. 


w 1 ✓ L ./"rj> r *r*o i 4 ir 10 prt' 

sume that this letter was written sometime during 
that month. 


Letter XXIII. 


This letter is interesting in view of the denial 
which it implies to the assertion made by most 
of his biographers that Wilde returned to Lord 


The fete which Wilde gave the Berneval gamins 
was, of course, in celebration of the sixtieth anni¬ 
versary of Queen Victoria’s reign. 

Letter XXIV. 

Although this letter is headed only“Wednes- 
day 7th,” it is quite certain that it was written in 
July; for in that month in 1897,Wednesday fell 


Douglas onlyafter the latter’s reiterated pleading. 

The pleading here most certainly comes from 
Wilde,and it would be difficult to imagine a more 
direft or moving appeal to Lord Douglu to re¬ 
sume their life together. But no matter with whom 
the initiative lay,Wilde left Berneval shortly after 
writing this letter and joined Lord Douglu in 
Naples. 
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